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The Cuban government's international news service Prensa Latina reported Dec. 23 that President
Fidel Castro desires full diplomatic relations all the new republics. He said the end of the Soviet
Union "hurts and saddens" all Cubans, but his government hopes for the "greatest political and
economic stability" possible for the republics. According to Prensa Latina, on Dec. 21 in Kiev, Cuba
and the Ukraine signed a three-year trade and economic cooperation agreement. Under trade
agreements with the Soviet Union, Cuba had previously imported livestock feed, dairy products
and wheat from the Ukraine. On Dec. 27, Chilean Foreign Minister Enrique Silva Cimma told
reporters that his government had established diplomatic relations with the new republics of Russia,
the Ukraine and Bielorussia. On Jan. 6, the United Nations ambassadors from the Ukraine and
Argentina signed an agreement officially establishing diplomatic relations. (Sources: Associated
Press, Agence France-Presse, 12/23/91; Spanish news service EFE, 12/17/91, 01/06/92)
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